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The Streets4People Challenge is an initiative of the Smart Cities Mission, Ministry 
of Housing and Urban Affairs [MoHUA], Government of India, to support cities to 

create walking-friendly. The challenge is structured as a two-stage program including 
co-creating solutions with the community and through tactical urbanism, testing 
them out and converting these temporary interventions into permanent infrastructure 
and finally scale-up the methodology across the city. 
 For Gurugram, Sadar Bazaar Precinct was identified by the city authorities 
under Streets4People Challenge. At the neighbourhood level, the site of Government 
Girls Senior Secondary School, whichl has two buildings across a public street was 
proposed to be pedestrianised. The street in between, was used extensively by two-
wheelers and rickshaws, with permanent parking areas, leaving no space for school 
children to access school compound with ease. It was an unsafe street as well.
 Public participatory approach with school children, teachers, and the existing 
informal vendors has led to development of a design towards creating a space 
for a “pause.” Interventions are planned based on different aspects community 
participation, circulation and movement network, infrastructure requirements, 
traffic management techniques, place-making and programming, and governance 
and management of public realm. Through the tools of community-led place-making 
and tactical urbanism, the school zone was pedestrianised for a week, as a trial, and 
requisite urban furniture was placed, with the help of municipality. The traffic was 
re-routed and new parking spaces were created. For children, a play zone and an 
open library with re-purposed elements was also created. The students  painted 
their school wall on the theme of ‘metamorphosis’. Various activities were held on 
themes like Raahigiri, Swachh Bharat, urban wilderness and storytelling. A ‘co-creation 
installation’ where students and residents could share their vision for self and the 
area was also installed. The design was acknowledged by MoHUA as top 11 entries 
under Streets4People Challenge. Now the city authorities are developing a master 
plan for the area based on the learnings from tactical place-making.

Sehreeti Developmental Practices Foundation, Gurugram

REJUVENATION OF SCHOOL ZONE
GURUGRAM | 2021
TOTAL AREA: 525  SQM
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[1] Winning Entry of Idea Design 
Competition

[2] Proposed design interventions 
in the school precinct

Public participatory approach 
with school children, teachers, 
and the existing informal vendors 
has led to development of a 
design towards creating a space 
for a “pause.”
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The small space of a

Between ‘stimulus’ and ‘response’ there is a ‘space’
a space to pause... a space to slow down... a space to be...
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[3] Proposed design interventions in 
the school precinct

[4] Entire zone was pedestrianised
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[5, 6] Students painting school wall 
with their art teacher

[7] Dance in school zone

[8,9] Open library created with re-purposed 
cigarette stall and wooden cable reel drum

[3]

[4]

WASTE SEGREGATION: 
WHY & HOW?

Organic waste
can be composted

Plastic, paper and metal can 
be  reused and sold to
scrap dealers for recycling

The amount of waster 
that goes to landfill site 
is reduced considerably
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